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No Sleep till Seattle
With the Ackerley application 
already submitted, the two 
groups would merge with Larson 
and MacFarland being primary 
points of contact with the NHL. 
Then owner of the Seattle Thun-
derbirds, Bill Yuill, also joined 
the group. Larson and MacFar-
land, along with Barry Ackerley 
and Bill Lear, Ackerley’s finan-
cial advisor, were set to make a 
presentation to the NHL’s Board 
of Governors on December 5, 
1990. At the meeting, Ackerley 
and Lear asked to meet with the 
board first, promptly withdrew 
their application, and left. Larson 
and MacFarland were stunned 
to learn of the development but 
were unable to pursue any re-
course as their names were never 
on the submitted application. 
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David Backes
The St. Louis Blues had drafted 
David Backes, developed him and 
fully acknowledged what they’d be 
relinquishing should he exit. But 
they were unwilling to commit long 
term to a 32-year-old player, and 
Backes wanted a measure of security. 
Unrestricted free agency provided 
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Shea Weber
It was a seismic-shockwave sort 
of trade. One that threatened to 
break the internet, or at least the 
portion of it addicted to hockey. 
On June 29, 2016, the Montre-
al Canadiens acquired Weber 
from the Nashville Predators in 
exchange for fellow defenseman 
P.K. Subban. Rarely do two such 
dominating players, each in the 
prime of his career, swap jerseys. 
In Weber, the Canadiens acquired 
a player at the top of his game, an 
Olympic gold medalist, a World 
Junior gold medalist, the captain 
of the Predators and one of hock-
ey’s finest all-around defensemen, 
capable of playing upwards of 
30 minutes a night. Born in the 
British Columbia resort town of 
Sicamous, a 16-year-old Weber 
joined Kelowna for the final five 
games of the Western Hockey 
League schedule after finishing 
his junior hockey season. Over 
three full seasons in Kelowna, he 
grew in size and playing stature, 
scoring 91 points and helping 
the team to the Memorial Cup 
in the 2003-04 season. It was a 
seismic-shockwave sort of trade. 
One that threatened to break the 
internet, or at least the portion of 

it addicted to hockey. On June 
29, 2016, the Montre-

al Canadiens ac-
quired Weber 

from the Nashville Predators in 
exchange for fellow defenseman 
P.K. Subban. Rarely do two such 
dominating players, each in the 
prime of his career, swap jerseys. 
In Weber, the Canadiens acquired 
a player at the top of his game, an 
Olympic gold medalist, a World 
Junior gold medalist, the captain 
of the Predators and one of hock-
ey’s finest all-around defensemen, 
capable of playing upwards of 30 
minutes a night. Born in the British 
Columbia resort town of Sicamous, 
a 16-year-old Weber joined Kelow-
na for the final five games of the 
Western Hockey League schedule 
after finishing his junior hockey 
season. Over three full seasons 
in Kelowna, he grew in size and 
playing stature, scoring 91 points 
and helping the team to the Me-
morial Cup in the 2003-04 season. 
It was a seismic-shockwave sort of 
trade. One that threatened to break 
the internet, or at least the portion 
of it addicted to hockey. On June 
29, 2016, the Montreal Canadiens 
acquired Weber from the Nash-
ville Predators in exchange for 
fellow defenseman P.K. Subban.                         

such dominating players, each 
in the prime of his career, swap 
jerseys. In Weber, the Cana-
diens acquired a player at the 
top of his game, an Olympic 
gold medalist, a World Junior 
gold medalist, the captain of the 
Predators and one of hockey’s 
finest all-around defensemen, 
capable of playing upwards of 
30 minutes a night. Born in the 

Henrik Lundqvist
King Henrik has reigned su-
preme during a long run of suc-
cess on Broadway. A stellar per-
former for more than a decade 
with the New York Rangers, the 
goaltender from Are, Sweden, 
has been one of the top players 
of his generation and is one of 
the top goaltenders of all time. 
Since arriving in the NHL in 
2005-06, Lundqvist has won the 
Vezina Trophy and led the NHL 
in victories, as well as helping 
Sweden win gold at the 2006 
Torino Olympics. Lundqvist won 
the Vezina Trophy in 2011-12 
and finished third in voting for 
the Hart Trophy as League MVP 
after going 39-18-5 with a 1.97 
GAA and .930 save percentage, 
earning NHL First-Team All-Star 
honors for the first time. He led 
the League in victories with 24 
in the 48-game shortened sea-
son in 2012-13. Lundqvist owns 
almost every franchise record for 
goaltenders in Rangers history, 
including victories, shutouts, 
playoff wins and games played. 
He also has excelled under 
pressure. Lundqvist set an NHL 
record by winning six consecu-
tive Game 7s, a streak that was 
broken by the Tampa Bay Light-
ning in the 2015 Eastern Confer-
ence Final. He set an Olympic 
record for longest shutout streak 



The Coach
Yeah and all we knew at the time 
was that his deal was expiring 
and that both sides wanted to get 
the deal done. But, you have to 
meet in the middle somewhere 
and they finally did. It’s clearly 
important for Tampa and for Jon 
Cooper not to have this hang over 
the playoffs like it did a year ago 
for the Washington Capitals and 
Barry Trotz. For everyone to say 
that it didn’t affect Washington 
because they ultimately won the 
Cup anyway, well it did. They lost 
Barry Trotz. So this was important 
for both sides. Now, no details 
released as to what he is making 
now. His current salary is $2.25 
million on his expiring deal and 
I’ve talked to some people in the 
NHL coaching fraternity who 
believe that his deal is worth 
north of $3.5 million a year 
which would put him among the 
top six or seven paid coaches 
in the National Hockey League. 
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The Hawks obviously enjoyed 
remarkable success under Quen-
neville. They made the playoffs 
every season but one and won 
three Stanley Cups. He was 
the right man to run the team 
when they were overflowing 
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Alain Vigneault
It was quite the run for Alain 
Vigneault’s New York Rangers. 
There was a Stanley Cup Finals 
appearance, a Presidents Trophy, 
and multiple deep playoff runs 
under Vigneault. However, the 
Rangers had seen enough after 
the Rangers failed to qualify for 
the playoffs for the first time since 
2009-2010. Vigneault wasnt all of 
the problem, but he certainly was 
a significant part of it.t was quite 
the run for Alain Vigneault’s New 
York Rangers. There was a Stanley 
Cup Finals appearance, a Presi-
dents Trophy, and multiple deep 
playoff runs under Vigneault. 
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Lindy Ruff
You can pile on the players for 
not getting it done. Certainly 
John Klingberg’s misplay on the 
shorthanded goal was ugly, but 
no moreso than Roman Polák’s 
unforced giveaway to Phil Kes-
sel to set up Jared McCann on 
the Pens’ second goal. That goal 
was a highlight-reel tally primar-
ily because of how absurd the 
shot was, a backhand from an 
angle after spinning ‘round. But 
remember this as you listen to 
everybody pile on Klingberg for 
his relative struggles since return-
ing to the lineup after a broken 
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won’t fully heal until the summer): 
The Stars’ power play is 2-for-22 
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